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SUBJ: VENEZUELAN REQUEST EOR HIGHLY ENRICHED URANIUM 
REF: A STATE 47388 B CARACAS 14499 

1. EMBOFE REVIEWED DEBT'S REQUEST EOR ADDITIONAL INEO 

WITH CAPT JESUS TABORDA, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF GOV'S NATIONAL 
NUCLEAR COUNCIL (CONAN). TABORDA REPLIED THAT PRINCIPAL REASON 
BEHIND GOV REQUEST EOR 93 PERCENT ENRICHED URANIUM RATHER THAN 
20 PERCENT WAS ECONOMIC AND NOT TECHNICAL. (SEE ALSO PARA 6 OP 
REF B). HE EXPLAINED THAT THERE WAS NO TECHNICAL REQUIREMENT 
AS SUCH EOR HIGHLY ENRICHED MATERIAL, BUT THAT SUCH MATERIAL HAD 
BEEN REQUESTED BECAUSE OP ITS LOWER EXPECTED COST, IN TERMS OP 
AVAILABLE NEUTRONS, RELATIVE TO 20 PERCENT ENRICHED MATERIAL. HE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT IP MATERIAL COULD BE OBTAINED AT NO COST, I E 
AS A GIPT UNDER US ANNUAL OPPER TO IAEA, THS WOULD NO LONGER BE A 
PACTOR AND URANIUM ENRICHED TO LESS THAN 20 PERCENT 
U-235 WOULD ADEQUATELY MEET GOV'S REQUIREMENTS. 

2. TABORDA ASKED IP WE HAD RECEIVED ANY INDICATION THAT 
REQUESTED MATERIAL MIGHT BE PROVIDED AS A GIPT. WE ADVISED 
HIM THAT WE HAD NO INFO ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ON THIS 
POINT, BUT THAT USG WAS AWARE OP GOV'S INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
MATERIAL AS GIFT, SINCE THIS HAD BEEN EXPRESSED IN TABORDA'S 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CARACA 03992 2I234IZ 

INITIAL LETTER TO IAEA. WE ALSO CAUTIONED HIM, IN ACCORD 
WITH PARA 3 OF REF A, THAT OUR REQUEST EOR PURTHER INEO 
DID NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY APPROVAL OP SUPPLY OP MATERIAL. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ANY INDICATION DEPT CAN PROVIDE RE 
POSSIBLE AVAILABILITY OP URANIUM AS A GIPT TO GOV. WOULD 
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THIS POSSIBILITY BE INCREASED IE GOV REQUEST SPECIFIED 
URANIUM ENRICHED TO LESS THAN 20 PERCENT U-235 RATHER THAN 
93 PERCENT AS IT DOES NOW, AND WOULD EMBASSY THEREFORE BE 
JUSTIEIED IN SUGGESTING TO CONAN THAT THEY AMEND THEIR REQUEST 
TO IAEA TO SPECIEY LOWER LEVEL OE ENRICHMENT. 
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